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SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES FOR THIS WEEK : 

 

Good Friday  04/10/2020 05:00 PM Solemn Vespers with Burial service of Jesus 

(On-Line) 

Holy Saturday  04/11/2020 05:00 PM Matins of Resurrection with Divine Li turgy;   

Blessing of Easter food  

(On-Line) 

Easter Sunday  04/12/2020 11:00 AM  Divine Liturgy / Blessing of Easter food 

 (On-Line) 

Bright Tuesday  04/14/2020 06:30 PM Divine Liturgy 

(On-Line) 

Thomas Sunday  04/19/2020 11:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

(On-Line) 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS  

 

Dear parishioners! 

If you are going to send your contribution to parish office please include your envelops and write amount on 

them. It will help to quickly put them on record. We are printing our bulletins on Wednesday night. All envelops 

received after Wednesday will go to the following Sunday. Thank You!  

 

SICK AND SHUT-INS Please remember in your prayers our parishioners who are sick,  

 homebound, hospitalized, living in nursing facili ties, or need  

your prayers for their personal intentions: 

Andrew Cencarik, Don Downey, Phillip Fall , Anna D. Fialkovich, Mark Fialkovich, Benjamin 

Kaefer, Jr., John Kopay, Jr., Sylvia Kopay, Mary Anne Ference Mistick, Richard Paloscko, 

Nancy Pcolar, Bob Newton, Rebecca McCullough, Will McCullough Shirl ey Carmoney Torbich, 

Marie Churley, Joanne Skinta, John Gegick and Those serving in the Armed Forces, Gerry 

Petticca and Family, Mark Zafaras. 

 

* *I f you have a family member in the hospital or other facilities, and would like us to remember them in prayer, 

contact Father Vitalii and we wil l be glad to publish their name in the bulletin ï even if they are not a parishioner 

of Saints Peter & Paul Parish. 

 

LIVE STREAM VIE WING 

 

Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts April  3rd was: 310; Sunday April 5th was: 399. 

 

THE DAY OF THE RESURRECTION  

 

We call this Day ñThe Great Passover.ò  The day when Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, thereby 

giving us New Life.  When things become ñnewò or ñRe-newedò they are changed.  For this reason, everything in 

our lives is changed because of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ:  the way we pray, our posture in Church, the 

Church building itself, everything é 

 

THERE IS NO KNEELINGé     THE RESURRECTION ICONé 

   from Easter until Pentecost Sunday.  We       shows Christ coming from the tomb 

are a resurrected people and we stand in    and raising up Adam and Eve. We,  

the glory of Christôs Holy Resurrection.    too, are raised up with Him. 

 

THE BELLS ARE RUNGé     THERE IS NO FASTINGé 

   over and over again on this day as we       during the entire Bright Week in 

proclaim to all that Christ has trampled    honor of the Resurrection of Christ. 

down death for us. 

 

THE GOSPEL IS READ IN AS MANY     THE DOORS OF THE LANGUAGES  

AS POSSIBLEé      ICON SCREENé 

   announcing that the Resurrection is for        remain open during this entire  

ALL peoples. Aside from the Gospel     week ï even when no services are 

being read in English, Slavonic, Latin,    celebrated.  The tomb is empty and 

and Italian.       Heaven is open to all of us! 

 

BRIGHT VESTMENTS AND     

DECORATIONSé 

   are used to constantly remind us that  

we celebrate the Feast of Victory. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SSPeterPaulBraddock/
https://stspeterpaulbcc.com/on-line/


Like the forgiving father of Luke's Gospel, God welcomes us home in spite of our sinfulness, and calls us 

to a life of holiness. Where are you at home? Are you being called to a life as an ordained or a 

consecrated person? If you think God is calling you to be a priest, religious or deacon, contact Fr. Vitalii 

Stashkevych. 

 
PRAY FOR VOCATIONS  

The Byzantine Catholic Serra Club of Pittsburgh is an organization that fosters and promotes priesthood and 

religious vocations in the Byzantine Catholic Church. They also support Seminarians, Priests and Religious 

Sisters in their sacred ministry. The Byzantine Serra Club meets monthly.  If you would like to join, call 

William Kress 412-761-1499 or email kb.kress@gmail.com 

Join the Serrans in their work to ensure the future of our Church. 

 

 OUR GIFTS TO GOD AND OUR CHURCH, (SENT TO PERISH OFFICE FROM 4-1-2020 TO 4-7-2020): 

SUNDAY OFFERING $   485.00 

CANDLES 18.00 

MONTHLY 80.00 

HOLY DAY  95.00 

HOLY WEEK 70.00 

EASTER 940.00 

HILODAY FLOWERS 25.00 

CHURCH IN EASTER EUROP 50.00 

TOTAL $ 1,763.00 



CATHOLIC TEACHING 

The Name, Titles, and Symbols of the Holy Spirit. Symbols of the Holy Spirit 

Water. the symbolism of water signifies the Holy Spirit's action in Baptism, since after the invocation of the 

Holy Spirit it becomes the efficacious sacramental sign of new birth: just as the gestation of our first birth took place 

in water, so the water of Baptism truly signifies that our birth into the divine life is given to us in the Holy Spirit. As 

"by one Spirit we were all baptized," so we are also "made to drink of one Spirit." Thus the Spirit is also personally 

the living water welling up from Christ crucified as its source and welling up in us to eternal life. 

Anointing. the symbolism of anointing with oil also signifies the Holy Spirit, to the point of becoming a 

synonym for the Holy Spirit. In Christian initiation, anointing is the sacramental sign of Confirmation, called 

"chrismation" in the Churches of the East. Its full force can be grasped only in relation to the primary anointing 

accomplished by the Holy Spirit, that of Jesus. Christ (in Hebrew "messiah") means the one "anointed" by God's 

Spirit. There were several anointed ones of the Lord in the Old Covenant, pre-eminently King David. But Jesus is 

God's Anointed in a unique way: the humanity the Son assumed was entirely anointed by the Holy Spirit. the Holy 

Spirit established him as "Christ." The Virgin Mary conceived Christ by the Holy Spirit who, through the angel, 

proclaimed him the Christ at his birth, and prompted Simeon to come to the temple to see the Christ of the Lord. The 

Spirit filled Christ and the power of the Spirit went out from him in his acts of healing and of saving. Finally, it was 

the Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead. Now, fully established as "Christ" in his humanity victorious over death, 

Jesus pours out the Holy Spirit abundantly until "the saints" constitute - in their union with the humanity of the Son 

of God - that perfect man "to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ": "the whole Christ," in St. 

Augustine's expression. 

Fire. While water signifies birth and the fruitfulness of life given in the Holy Spirit, fire symbolizes the 

transforming energy of the Holy Spirit's actions. the prayer of the prophet Elijah, who "arose like fire" and whose 

"word burned like a torch," brought down fire from heaven on the sacrifice on Mount Carmel. This event was a 

"figure" of the fire of the Holy Spirit, who transforms what he touches. John the Baptist, who goes "before [the 

Lord] in the spirit and power of Elijah," proclaims Christ as the one who "will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

with fire." Jesus will say of the Spirit: "I came to cast fire upon the earth; and would that it were already kindled!" In 

the form of tongues "as of fire," the Holy Spirit rests on the disciples on the morning of Pentecost and fills them with 

himself The spiritual tradition has retained this symbolism of fire as one of the most expressive images of the Holy 

Spirit's actions. "Do not quench the Spirit." 

Cloud and light. These two images occur together in the manifestations of the Holy Spirit. In the theophanies of 

the Old Testament, the cloud, now obscure, now luminous, reveals the living and saving God, while veiling the 

transcendence of his glory - with Moses on Mount Sinai, at the tent of meeting, and during the wandering in the 

desert, and with Solomon at the dedication of the Temple. In the Holy Spirit, Christ fulfills these figures. the Spirit 

comes upon the Virgin Mary and "overshadows" her, so that she might conceive and give birth to Jesus. On the 

mountain of Transfiguration, the Spirit in the "cloud came and overshadowed" Jesus, Moses and Elijah, Peter, James 

and John, and "a voice came out of the cloud, saying, 'This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!'" Finally, the cloud 

took Jesus out of the sight of the disciples on the day of his ascension and will reveal him as Son of man in glory on 

the day of his final coming. 

To be continuedé 

 (Catechism of the Catholic Church, I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT.) 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 

We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of Sts Peter and Paul Byzantine Catholic Church. Only those who 

are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one registers to become a parish member, they assume 

the responsibili ty of rendering stewardship of time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is 

always expected. Registration is done only by the pastor.  

 

INTRODUCTIO N TO THE OLD TESTAM ENT: BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS  

 

Author: Unknown; Date Written: 587-550 BC 

Lamentations is a short poetic book of mourning over the 

destruction of Jerusalem at the hands of the Babylonians. 

Traditionally, Jeremiah has been considered the author of the 

book. The Hebrew sources do not mention his name, but the 

Greek text credits him at the beginning of the book. It is possible 

that this tradition arose because another biblical passage mentions 

that Jeremiah wrote a lament for King Josiah (2 Chr 35:25). 

The book is a series of five poems. The first four are acrostic, meaning they are structured alphabetically 

according to the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Chapters 1, 2 and 4 each contain 22 lines, corresponding to the 

alphabet, but chapter 3 is 66 lines since it has 3 lines for each letter. Chapter 5 is 22 lines, but it is not acrostic. 

Scholars have found similarities between Lamentations and other Ancient Near Eastern poems of lament. 

Several different voices are represented in the text. This fact can make Lamentations a bit confusing. The main 

voice that begins the book is the voice of the author, narrator or the prophet Jeremiah. But quickly, the voice of 

Jerusalem chimes in (1:9, 11-16). Then Jerusalem's enemies speak (2:15-16). Chapter 3 presents a different voice, 

the voice of a strong-man (geber in Hebrew) who seems to represent the nation of Judah. The main voice returns for 

the last two chapters. 

The author truly "laments" the fate of Judah and Jerusalem. The Babylonians have come and destroyed the 

Temple and the city and taken the leaders of the people into exile. In the midst of this calamity, the author 

acknowledges the sins of Judah since he understands the tragic circumstances as God's just judgment upon the nation 

(1:8-9, 14). Yet the book holds out hope for Judah's future, for a return from exile and for judgment upon the nation's 

enemies. In the context of total desolation, prayers for vindication fill the book (1:21-22; 3:64-66). The last half of 

chapter 3 and the very end of chapter 5 are the most hopeful sections of the book. They illustrate the hope that the 

nation has in the Lord and in his power to redeem his people and punish their enemies. 

The message of Lamentations is hard. It challenges us with the fact that there are tangible and painful 

consequences for our sin. Judah suffered exile because of its infidelity to its covenant relationship with the Lord. Yet 

the prayer of lament does not end in despair, but looks forward to the Lord's purposes for Judah's future, for 

vindication and restoration. The suffering is not permanent, but purgative. The Lord will bring his people back. 

Lamentations is a prayer. It is a prayer of sorrow, a prayer of repentence, a prayer in time of suffering, a prayer 

for God's deliverance. The Jewish people suffered greatly at the time of the exile. The reader of Lamentations can try 

to identify with their sufferings and pray along with them. 

The book is read in Jewish liturgy to commemorate the destruction of the first and second Temples and in 

Christian liturgy for the Tenebrae services of Holy Week. 

Lamentations expresses the desperation of a suffering soul and a suffering people. This book not only helps us 

to understand the plight of the Jews at the time of the exile but it shows us how to bring our own sufferings to God in 

prayer. 

 

JOAN SKINTA AT CARE CENTER 

 

Woodhaven Care Ceeter, c/o Joan Skinta Room 107, 2400 McGinley Rd., Monroeville Pa 15146 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESURRECTION SUNDAY  

 

I sincerely greet you with the ñFeast of Feastsò and the ñCelebration of Celebrationsò ï with the radiant 

Resurrection of Christ! Christ is Risen, so that we may never die! 

The optimism of Christianity is expressed with unusual intensity in the closing words of the Profession of Faith: 

ñI await the resurrection of the dead and of the life to come! Amen!ò The Church Slavonic word ñawaitò means to 

wait with faith, to wait with effort not simply waiting passively but seriously preparing myself for the event putting 

effort into changing myself conscientiously knowing that our earthly life, despite everything else, is also a 

preparation for Eternal life, for full existence with God and in God! 

Christ is Risen, and the Apostles, who on the day of Crucifixion looked like startled sheep, having been left 

without a Shepherd, became like regal lions. They proclaimed without fear to the World in thunderous sermons and 

enlightened multitudes of people. 

Christ is Risen, and rivers of wisdom flowed from the lips of Saints and Preachers, who not long ago lived in the 

darkness of sin and ignorance, having cleansed themselves and having rightened and sanctified themselves in the 

name of Jesus Christ and the Spirit of our God. 

In humility and fidelity woman earned the right to be first, to her appeared the Victor of death and the devil! 

The master embraced the servant, the person became more significant than the state, for Christ is Risen! 

In the Old Testament Temple the screen was ripped apart from top to bottom. The Grace of God, not wanting to 

be the personal possession of one nation of people ï thankless at that, announced itself to all people whoever loved 

the Resurrected Christ, Who was incarnated, crucified and Who was the Truth. 

From top to bottom, the gates and walls of hell split. Multitudes of souls arose up into the Heavenly Kingdom of 

the Resurrected Christ, where before all others entered the wise thief who was saved by faith and cleansed through 

suffering. 

Christians know what it means to live forever! And now there is no kind of fear of what is after death! After 

death is resurrection.  

May the Resurrected Christ Savior grant all of us blessed peace, spiritual joy, health, help in our victory over 

our passions and in all things His blessed assistance. 

Christ is Risen 

 

PASCHAL GREETINGS  

 

English:   Christ is Risen!    Indeed, He is Risen! 

Hungarian:  Feltamadt Kristus!   Valoban feltamadt! 

Church Slavonic:  Christos Voskrese!   Voistinnu Voskrese! 

Rusyn:   Christos Voskres!   Voistinu Voskres! 

Greek:   Christos anesti!    Alithos anesti! 

Arabic   Al  Massee Kam!    Hakku Kum! 

Italian:   Cristo e risorto!    In verita e risorto! 

Spanish:   Cristo es resucitado!   En verdad es resucitado! 

 

 

MONASTICISM  

Although not considered as one of the sacraments of the Church since it is 

not essential to the Christian life as such and is not a necessary element for the 

very existence of Godôs People, monasticism has played an important role in 

Christian history and is highly valued by the Church. 

In the Eastern Tradition the monastic calling is considered to be a personal 

gift of God to the individual soul for his salvation and service to the Body of 

Christ. The monastic vocation is the calling to personal repentance in a life 

dedicated solely to God. The ultimate Christian virtue of love is sought by the 

monk or nun primarily through prayer and fasting, and through the exercise of 

the Christian virtues of poverty, chastity, humility and obedience. 

The monastic Christian does not normally exercise any particular ministry in 

the Church such as that of priest, pastor, teacher, nurse or social worker. The 

monk is normally a layman and not a cleric, with each monastery having only 

enough clergy to care for the liturgical and sacramental needs of the community 

itself. 

In Christian history many missionaries, teachers and bishops have come 

from men with monastic vocations. For centuries the bishops have been traditionally selected from among the 

monks. These additional callings, however, are considered to be acts of Godôs will expressed in his people, and are 

not the purpose or intention of the monastic vocation as such. Indeed, one must enter a monastery only in order to 

repent of his sins, to serve God and to save his soul according to the ideals of monastic ascetism. The ceremony of 

monastic profession indicates this very clearly.  

The Monastic Ranks 

The Oriental monastic tradition has four classical ranks that apply equally to men and to women. The first step 

is that of novice, which in church terminology is called the rank of obedience. At this first stage the candidate for 

monastic profession simply lives in the monastery under the direction of a spiritual father or mother. 

The second step is that of riasa-bearer, which means that the person is more formally accepted into the 

community, and is given the right to wear the monastic robe, called the riasa. At this stage the candidate is not yet 

fully committed to the monastic life. 

The third rank is that of the small schema which means that the person is a professed monastic. He or she now 

receives a new name and wears the monastic schema (a cloth with the sign of the cross), the veil and the mantle 

(mantia). At this stage the person pledges to remain in the monastic community in perpetual obedience to the 

spiritual leader and to the head of the monastery, called the abbot or abbess (igoumenos or igoumenia). The service 

of profession, in addition to the hymns and prayers, includes a long series of formal questioning about the 

authenticity of the calling, the tonsuring (i.e., the cutting of the hair), and the vesting in the full monastic clothing. 

The final rank of the monastic order is that of the great schema. This last step is reserved for very few, since it is 

the expression of the most strict observance of the monastic ideals, demanding normally a state of life in total 

seclusion in perpetual prayer and contemplation. With this final profession a new name is again received, and a new 

monastic insigniaðthe great schemaðis worn. 

In the Oriental tradition there is no prescribed length of time that a person must remain in one or another of the 

monastic ranks. This is so because of the radically personal character of the vocation. Thus, some persons may 

progress rapidly to profession, while others may take years, and still others may never be formally professed while 

still remaining within the monastic community. The decision in these matters is made individually in each case by 

the spiritual director and the head of the community. 

To be continuedé 

 



ATT ENTIVE TO THE WORD:  

PASCHA 

 

Let all the pious and all lovers of God rejoice in the splendor of this feast; let the 

wise servants blissfully enter into the joy of their Lord; let those who have borne the 

burden of Lent now receive their pay, and those who have toiled since the first hour, let 

them now receive their due reward; let any who came after the third hour be grateful to 

join the feast, and those who may have come after the sixth, let them not be afraid of 

being too late, for the Lord is gracious and He receives the last even as the first. He 

gives rest to those who come on the eleventh hour as well as to those who have toiled 

since the first: yes, He has pity on the last and He serves the first; He rewards the one 

and is generous to the other; He repays the deed and praises the effort. 

Come you all: enter into the joy of your Lord. You the first and you the last, 

receive alike your reward; you rich and you poor, dance together; you sober and you 

weaklings, celebrate the day; you who have kept the fast and you who have not, rejoice 

today. The table is richly loaded: enjoy its royal banquet. The calf is a fatted one: let no one go away hungry. All of 

you enjoy the banquet of faith; all of you receive the riches of his goodness. 

Let none grieve over their poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed; let none weep over their sins, 

for pardon has shone from the grave; let none fear death, for the death of our Savior has set us free: He has destroyed 

it by enduring it. He has despoiled Hades by going down into its kingdom. He has angered it by allowing it to taste 

of His flesh. 

When Isaiah foresaw all this, he cried out: ñO Hades, you have been angered by encountering Him in the nether 

world.ò Hades is angered because it is frustrated. It is angered because it has been mocked. It is angered because it 

has been destroyed. It is angered because it has been reduced to naught. It is angered because it is now captive. It 

seized a body, and, lo! It discovered God; it seized earth, and, behold! It encountered Heaven; it seized the visible, 

and was overcome by the Invisible. 

O death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory? Christ is risen and you are abolished! Christ is 

risen and the demons are cast down! Christ is risen and the angels rejoice! Christ is risen and life is freed! Christ is 

risen and the tomb is emptied of the dead: for Christ, being risen from the dead, has become the Leader and Reviver 

of those who had fallen asleep. To Him be glory and power for ever and ever. 

Paschal Homily of St. John Chrysostom 


