DIVINE SERVICES ATTENDANCE
Liturgy on Wednesday, June 23rd was 7; on Sunday, June 27th was 41.

Saints Peter & Paul
Byzantine
Catholic Church

LIVE STREAM VIEWING
Liturgy on Wednesday, June 23rd was 144; on Sunday, June 27th was 135.

431 GEORGE STREET * BRADDOCK, PENNSYLVANIA 15104 * TELEPHONE (412) 461-1712
E-male: stspeterpaulbc@gmail.com

YOU CAN WATCH US ON:
https://www.facebook.com/SSPeterPaulBraddock/ or
on our web-page: https://stspeterpaulbcc.com/on-line/
YOU CAN SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO PARISH OFFICE
ADMINISTRATOR: FATHER VITALII STASHKEVYCH
PARISH OFFICE: 4200 HOMESTEAD DUQUESNE RD,
MUNHALL, PA, 15120
TELEPHONE: 412-461-1712

Sunday, July 4th, 2021
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SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES FOR THIS WEEK: (COULD BE CHANGED)
th

Sunday

07/04/2021

11:00 am

6 Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday

07/11/2021

11:00 am

7th Sunday after Pentecost

+Joseph B Simchak
By Barbara & Kristin
(On-Line)
+Mildred Jama
By Arleen Jama
(On-Line)

On SEPTEMBER 26th 2021 we are going to celebrate
125 Years of the establishment
of Sts Peter and Paul in Braddock.
Most Reverend William C. Skurla at 3:00 P.M. will
celebrate Divine Liturgy. All details will be announced.

SICK AND SHUT-INS
Please remember in your prayers our parishioners who are sick,
homebound, hospitalized, living in nursing facilities, or need
your prayers for their personal intentions:
Andrew Cencarik, Don Downey, Anna D. Fialkovich, Mark Fialkovich, Benjamin
Kaefer, Jr., John Kopay, Jr., Sylvia Kopay, Mary Anne Ference Mistick, Richard
Paloscko, Nancy Pcolar, Bob Newton, Rebecca McCullough, Will McCullough, Marie
Churley, Joanne Skinta, John Gegick and Those serving in the Armed Forces, Gerry
Petticca and Family, Paul Peek, Emily Cox, Margaret Torbich, Mary Pat H, Gale
Joscak, Mary Ann Badar, Robert Crowley, Rose Petruska, Gary Fall, Andrew Torbich,
Mark Crowley, Mason Stern, Shawna Lynn Beluscak, Ronald Dusetzina, Virginia
Mehalik-Woods, Gio Savko.
**If you have a family member in the hospital or other facilities, and would like us to remember them
in prayer, contact Father Vitalii and we will be glad to publish their name in the bulletin – even if they
are not a parishioner of Saints Peter & Paul Parish.

JULY BIRTHDAYS
07/01 MEGHAN FEDOR
07/04 MICHAEL FIALKOVICH
07/05 MICHAEL FEDOR
07/10 LORI DOWNEY

07/13
07/13
07/15
07/24
07/26

NADIA DRABIK
BRENDAN FEDOR
JASON FIALKOVICH
BETTY JEAN FIALKOVICH
MARK SHAMBURA

PLEASE NOTE: On July 18th, the Divine Liturgy will be held at 09:00 a.m.
IMPORTANT UPDATES
Beginning January 31, 2021 all MONTHLY donations are going to cover our expenses for our
125 years celebration on September 26th 2021. Collected so far $2,703.00
LITURGY STIPEND UPDATED
BEGINNING 6/18/2021 THE SUGGESTED OFFERING FOR A DIVINE LITURGY WILL
NOW BE $ 20.00 THROUGHOUT THE METROPOLITAN CHURCH OF PITTSBURGH
(PITTSBURGH, PASSAIC, PARMA AND PHOENIX) AS DECIDED BY THE COUNCIL OF
HIERARCHES

On July 4th 2021
Team A

On July 11th 2021
Team B

On July 18th 2021
Team C

On July 25th 2021
Team A

CATHOLIC TEACHING, THE PASCHAL MYSTERY IN THE CHURCH'S SACRAMENTS
III. The Sacraments of Faith
Christ sent his apostles so that "repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in his name to all
nations." "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit." The mission to baptize, and so the sacramental mission, is implied in the mission
to evangelize, because the sacrament is prepared for by the word of God and by the faith which is assent to this
word:
The People of God is formed into one in the first place by the Word of the living God.... the preaching of
the Word is required for the sacramental ministry itself, since the sacraments are sacraments of faith, drawing
their origin and nourishment from the Word.
"The purpose of the sacraments is to sanctify men, to build up the Body of Christ and, finally, to give
worship to God. Because they are signs they also instruct. They not only presuppose faith, but by words and
objects they also nourish, strengthen, and express it. That is why they are called 'sacraments of faith."'
The Church's faith precedes the faith of the believer who is invited to adhere to it. When the Church
celebrates the sacraments, she confesses the faith received from the apostles - whence the ancient saying: lex
orandi, lex credendi (or: legem credendi lex statuat supplicandi according to Prosper of Aquitaine [5th cent.]).
The law of prayer is the law of faith: the Church believes as she prays. Liturgy is a constitutive element of the
holy and living Tradition.
For this reason no sacramental rite may be modified or manipulated at the will of the minister or the
community. Even the supreme authority in the Church may not change the liturgy arbitrarily, but only in the
obedience of faith and with religious respect for the mystery of the liturgy.
Likewise, since the sacraments express and develop the communion of faith in the Church, the lex orandi
is one of the essential criteria of the dialogue that seeks to restore the unity of Christians.
CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH)
PARISH MEMBERSHIP
We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of Sts Peter and Paul Byzantine Catholic Church. Only those
who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one registers to become a parish member, they
assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at
this parish is always expected. Registration is done only by the pastor.
SISTERS OF ST. BASIL ANNOUNCE PLANS FOR THE 87TH ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE – SUN.,
SEPT. 5
The Sisters of St. Basil the Great are pleased to announce that on Sunday,
September 5, 2021, the 87th Annual Pilgrimage in honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
will be held at Mount St. Macrina. With the theme, “Mother of Perpetual Help, Our
Gentle Protectress”, the Pilgrimage will be an in-person event and will also be streamed
live. Weather permitting, liturgical services will be broadcast at
www.sistersofstbasil.org.
Out of an abundance of caution, and in consultation with local county CDC/health
department officials, the Pilgrimage will be conducted with guidelines and limitations.
Although we are very happy to warmly welcome Pilgrims to the grounds of Mt. St.
Macrina this year, we encourage those with compromised health conditions, unvaccinated Pilgrims, or those
who would need to travel great distances to pray with us virtually via the livestream at
www.sistersofstbasil.org.

UPDATES
Joan Skinta is at Woodhaven Care Ceeter, Room 107, 2400 McGinley Rd., Monroeville Pa 15146
Rose Petruska is at Magnolia Place, 100 Bella Court, Saxonburg, PA 16056

A CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE - 3 P.M. – SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 – ST ELIAS
Though it is uncertain right now if the actual celebration can be held, we are still asking for you
to submit the names of the wedding anniversary celebrants for this year, so that they can be honored
in some way.
This will take place at St Elias in Munhall on September 13th 2020. A Divine Liturgy will be
celebrated at 3:00 p.m., followed by a dinner in the Social Hall. If you are celebrating or have
already celebrated your wedding anniversary of 10, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65, or beyond
during this year of 2020 and 2021, contact Fr. Vitalii. Dead line is July 18th 2021.
CHAPTER VII - CURRENT REQUIREMENTS AND TASKS
The indispensable requirements of the word of God
88. Another threat to be reckoned with is scientism. This is the philosophical notion which
refuses to admit the validity of forms of knowledge other than those of the positive sciences; and it
relegates religious, theological, ethical and aesthetic knowledge to the realm of mere fantasy. In the
past, the same idea emerged in positivism and neo-positivism, which considered metaphysical
statements to be meaningless. Critical epistemology has discredited such a claim, but now we see it
revived in the new guise of scientism, which dismisses values as mere products of the emotions and
rejects the notion of being in order to clear the way for pure and simple facticity. Science would thus
be poised to dominate all aspects of human life through technological progress. The undeniable
triumphs of scientific research and contemporary technology have helped to propagate a scientistic
outlook, which now seems boundless, given its inroads into different cultures and the radical changes
it has brought.
Regrettably, it must be noted, scientism consigns all that has to do with the question of the
meaning of life to the realm of the irrational or imaginary. No less disappointing is the way in which
it approaches the other great problems of philosophy which, if they are not ignored, are subjected to
analyses based on superficial analogies, lacking all rational foundation. This leads to the
impoverishment of human thought, which no longer addresses the ultimate problems which the
human being, as the animal rationale, has pondered constantly from the beginning of time. And since
it leaves no space for the critique offered by ethical judgement, the scientistic mentality has
succeeded in leading many to think that if something is technically possible it is therefore morally
admissible.
To be continued… FIDES ET RATIO OF THE SUPREME PONTIFF, JOHN PAUL II
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
An assembly for all four eparchies in the Metropolia is being planned (in-person event). This
event will be held on November 5-6, 2021 at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Munhall, PA.
More specific information will be sent out in the near future.

DEI VERBUM; CHAPTER VI; SACRED SCRIPTURE IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
22. Easy access to Sacred Scripture should be provided for
all the Christian faithful. That is why the Church from the
very beginning accepted as her own that very ancient Greek
translation of the Old Testament which is called the
septuagint; and she has always given a place of honor to
other Eastern translations and Latin ones especially the Latin
translation known as the vulgate. But since the word of God
should be accessible at all times, the Church by her authority
and with maternal concern sees to it that suitable and correct translations are made into
different languages, especially from the original texts of the sacred books. And should the
opportunity arise and the Church authorities approve, if these translations are produced in
cooperation with the separated brethren as well, all Christians will be able to use
them.Solemnly Promulgated by His Holiness Pope Paul VI on November 18, 1965
CHURCH HISTORY; Fourth Century;
The Second Ecumenical Council
Emperor Theodosius the Great came to the imperial throne
of the eastern part of the Roman Empire in 379. A strong
supporter of the Nicene Faith, he wanted to help the Church
finally put an end to the various forms of Arianism which had
cropped up since the Council of Nicea. He also understood that
Macedonianism and Apollinarianism had to be addressed. In
381 he called a Church council in Constantinople which would
come to be known as the Second Ecumenical Council.
This council condemned all forms of Arianizing doctrines
by reaffirming the doctrinal statement, or creed, which had
been proclaimed at the Nicene Council. It also condemned
Macedonianism, and proclaimed the divinity of the Holy Spirit in a paragraph added to the
Creed of Nicea. It is this Creed, the combined work of the first two Ecumenical Councils,
which Orthodox Christians we recite at baptismal services and the Divine Liturgy. Also
known as the Symbol of Faith, it is the most important Christian creed ever written. This
council also condemned the teachings of Apollinaris.

THANK YOU!!!

We would like to give thanks to all our faithful for
all preparation and customizing and cleaning of Sts
Peter & Paul. Thank you and God bless all of you.
6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
The Gospel reading of last Sunday told us how the Gadarenes went out to meet Jesus and how they
asked Him to “to leave their district.” And this happened because all of them were infected with one sin,
the passion for profit, the love of money. This was an insatiable thirst for wealth, more and more of it.
And wealth came to them through large herds of swine which were grazing in their pastures. But
according to Jewish Law, they had no right to keep them. In this was their sin, and they lived in sin, to
satisfy only this passion, this idol of getting rich. And this passion seemed to unite them all. See how the
Gospel says, “Thereupon the whole town came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him they begged him
to leave their district.”.
Yet not all inhabitants of this town were bad people. Among them were those who wanted to see
Jesus, who wanted to listen to His teaching, and maybe were ready to believe in Him. Salvation was so
close. But this idol, this passion for profit enslaved them; and instead of asking the Lord to remain in their
town, they asked Him to go away. They were already deprived of their freedom of will; through sin they
were enslaved, a spiritual paralysis possessed them. The Gospel continues, “And He entered into a ship,
and passed over, and came into His own city. And, behold, they brought to Him a paralytic, lying on a
bed: When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, «Courage, child, your sins are forgiven».
There is physical paralysis, but there is also spiritual paralysis. Being paralyzed physically we want to
do something, but either our hand or our foot does not move. But being spiritually paralyzed even to think
is difficult, and we don’t want to do anything — we lose heart. There is a desire to fulfill a commandment
of Christ, and yet we cannot; something is interfering, something is holding us back. And instead of Christ
abiding in our heart — there is a storm, and Christ goes away. What motivated the Gadarenes to ask
Christ to leave their land? Sin — the passion for profit. And this sin brought them into spiritual paralysis,
and they did not have enough spiritual fortitude to detain Christ with them.
So it happens to us. The only reason is sin. And sin is not only love of money. There is a whole
variety of rays from this “black diamond.” This means laziness, pride, vain talking, lying, condemnation,
anger, irritability, any kind of impurity and still more and more. And we all suffer from these sins:
whoever has any of these, this is sin. And this is what brings us to spiritual weakness, to spiritual
paralysis. Let us look within ourselves and let us honestly recognize that, like the Gadarenes, we all live
in spiritual weakness, in spiritual paralysis. But let us not despond. The Gospel today gives us great
comfort. With what words does Christ heal the paralytic? “Your sins are forgiven.” In spiritual paralysis,
sin is always the reason. All you have to do is find this sin, this passion which stands between us and
Christ; take it to the Lord and say: “Lord, heal me!”
Then the Lord will tell us as He did the paralytic: “Your sins are forgiven …. Arise, take up your bed
and go home”.
And the storm will calm down, will go away from the heart, and Christ will fill it with quiet joy. The
weakness will disappear and a new energy will appear in us, a new life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

We need you!
Not too many churches reach the blessed milestone of 125 years of age. As part of our
Anniversary Celebration, there will be a special Anniversary. Memory Book about our Church.
Here's how you can help:
(1) We would like to honor our founding families and long-time members by publishing their
photos, names, and information. Please share any information and photos you may have
about your grandparents, great aunts and uncles, etc.
(2) We are also looking for very old photos of the church (pre-1940). Do you have any old
family photos that were taken at SS. Peter & Paul? We'd love to include them.
(3) Would you share a favorite church memory or two? We'd like to include members'
reminiscences, of any kind. It can be long or short, from long ago or last month.
Please send any information or suggestions you might have to: Mary Anne (Ference) Mistick
Email: mam109@verizon.net
VENERABLE SISOES THE GREAT; COMMEMORATED ON JULY 6
Saint Sisoes the Great (+ 429) was a solitary monk, pursuing asceticism in the
Egyptian desert in a cave sanctified by the prayerful labors of his predecessor,
Saint Anthony the Great (January 17). For his sixty years of labor in the desert,
Saint Sisoes attained to sublime spiritual purity and he was granted the gift of
wonderworking, so that by his prayers he once restored a dead child back to life.
Extremely strict with himself, Abba Sisoes was very merciful and
compassionate to others, and he received everyone with love. To those who
visited him, the saint first of all always taught humility. When one of the monks
asked how he might attain to a constant remembrance of God, Saint Sisoes
remarked, “That is no great thing, my son, but it is a great thing to regard yourself
as inferior to everyone else. This leads to the acquisition of humility.” Asked by the monks whether one
year is sufficient for repentance if a brother sins, Abba Sisoes said, “I trust in the mercy of God that if
such a man repents with all his heart, then God will accept his repentance in three days.”
When Saint Sisoes lay upon his deathbed, the disciples surrounding the Elder saw that his face shone
like the sun. They asked the dying man what he saw. Abba Sisoes replied that he saw Saint Anthony, the
prophets, and the apostles. His face increased in brightness, and he spoke with someone. The monks
asked, “With whom are you speaking, Father?” He said that angels had come for his soul, and he was
entreating them to give him a little more time for repentance. The monks said, “You have no need for
repentance, Father.” Saint Sisoes said with great humility, “I do not think that I have even begun to
repent.”
After these words the face of the holy abba shone so brightly that the brethren were not able to look
upon him. Saint Sisoes told them that he saw the Lord Himself. Then there was a flash like lightning, and
a fragrant odor, and Abba Sisoes departed to the Heavenly Kingdom.

CANAAN

On July 2, 1776, the Continental Congress voted in favor of declaring independence from Great Britain. The
Declaration of Independence was officially adopted two days later, marked by the ringing of the Liberty Bell at
Independence Hall in Philadelphia.
At the time, John Adams believed that July 2, not July 4, would be the date remembered by history.
“The Second Day of July 1776, will be the most memorable Epocha, in the History of America,” Adams wrote
in a letter to his wife on July 3 of that year. “I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated, by succeeding Generations,
as the great anniversary Festival.”Although our Independence Day celebrations fall on a different date, today’s July
4 festivities would look familiar to Adams, who called for people to celebrate the day with “Pomp and Parade, with
Shews, Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations from one End of this Continent to the other from this
Time forward forever more.”
Other early July 4 traditions have not carried through to the present day. Some colonists celebrated the day by
holding mock funerals for England’s King George III, as a way of reinforcing America’s victory over the British
monarchy, according to History.com.
The Fourth of July was celebrated annually throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, and in 1870, Congress
declared the day a federal holiday. But it wasn’t until 1941 that the date became a paid federal holiday for federal
employees.
Today, fireworks display around the country echo Adams’ call for “bonfires and illuminations from one End of
this Continent to the other.”
ETERNAL MEMORY
Richard Michael Martchek (August 3, 1936 - June 23, 2021), 84, of North Huntingdon,
passed away Wednesday, June 23, 2021 at Vista Springs Quail Highlands Assisted Living in
Concord, OH. He was born August 3, 1936 in Braddock, the son of the late Michael and Anna
(Fialkovich) Martchek. Prior to his retirement, Richard was a slab mill maintenance worker
for US Steel Edgar Thompson Works and an electrician. He was a veteran of the US Army
having served in Germany from 1959-1962 and a member of Saints Peter & Paul Byzantine
Catholic Church. Richard loved to tinker around his home, working on his cars, feeding the
birds and animals and enjoyed being around people. In addition to his parents, he was
preceded in death by his wife, Barbara (Morgart) Martchek. He is survived by his daughter,
Louise Sullivan and her husband, Ken; and 2 grandchildren, Kathleen Sullivan, Patrick Sullivan and his fiancee
Kristen.
In blessed repose grant O Lord eternal rest to the soul of Your newly departed servant Richard, and remember
him forever

Canaan (/ˈkeɪnən/; Northwest Semitic: knaʿn; Hebrew:  – כְּ ַנעַןKənáʿan, in
pausa  – כְּ ָנעַןKənā́ ʿan; Biblical Greek: Χανααν – Khanaan) was a Semiticspeaking civilization and region in the Ancient Near East during the late 2nd
millennium BC. The name "Canaan" appears throughout the Bible, where it
corresponds to the Levant, in particular to the areas of the Southern Levant that
provide the main setting of the narrative of the Bible: Phoenicia, Philistia, and
the Land of Israel, among others.
The word "Canaanites" serves as an ethnic catch-all term covering various
indigenous populations—both settled and nomadic-pastoral groups—
throughout the regions of the southern Levant or Canaan. It is by far the most
frequently used ethnic term in the Bible. In the Book of Joshua, Canaanites are
included in a list of nations to exterminate, and later described as a group
which the Israelites had annihilated. Biblical scholar Mark Smith notes that
archaeological data suggests "that the Israelite culture largely overlapped with
and derived from Canaanite culture ... In short, Israelite culture was largely
Canaanite in nature." The name "Canaanites" is attested, many centuries later,
as the endonym of the people later known to the Ancient Greeks from c. 500
BC as Phoenicians, and after the emigration of Canaanite-speakers to Carthage
(founded in the 9th century BC), was also used as a self-designation by the Punics (as "Chanani") of
North Africa during Late Antiquity.
Canaan had significant geopolitical importance in the Late Bronze Age Amarna period (14th century
BC) as the area where the spheres of interest of the Egyptian, Hittite, Mitanni and Assyrian Empires
converged. Much of modern knowledge about Canaan stems from archaeological excavation in this area
at sites such as Tel Hazor, Tel Megiddo, En Esur, and Gezer.
In biblical usage, the name was confined to the country west of the Jordan River. Canaanites were
described as living "by the sea, and along by the side of the Jordan" (Book of Numbers 33:51; Book of
Joshua 22:9). Canaan was especially identified with Phoenicia (Book of Isaiah 23:11). The Philistines,
while an integral part of the Canaanite milieu, do not seem to have been ethnic Canaanites, and were
listed in the Table of Nations as descendants of Mizraim; the Arameans, Moabites, Ammonites,
Midianites and Edomites were also considered fellow descendants of Shem or Abraham, and distinct from
generic Canaanites/Amorites. "Heth", representing the Hittites, is a son of Canaan. The later Hittites
spoke an Indo-European language (called Nesili), but their predecessors the Hattians had spoken a littleknown language (Hattili), of uncertain affinities.
The Horites, formerly of Mount Seir, were implied to be Canaanite (Hivite), although unusually there
is no direct confirmation of this in the narrative. The Hurrians, based in Upper Mesopotamia, spoke the
Hurrian language.
In the Bible, the renaming of the Land of Canaan as the Land of Israel marks the Israelite conquest of
the Promised Land. Canaan and the Canaanites are mentioned some 160 times in the Hebrew Bible,
mostly in the Pentateuch and the books of Joshua and Judges.

